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Director, Institute for the Humanities 

Professor, Department of English
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     Chicago, IL  60660
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     (773) 859-2231
Chicago, IL  60607




    
(312) 996-6352
email: mcanuel@uic.edu

EDUCATION
Ph.D. The Johns Hopkins University, English Literature, 1996.

M.A. The Johns Hopkins University, English Literature, 1992.

B.A. Williams College, magna cum laude, 1988.

DISSERTATION
 "Romantic Emancipation: Religion and Nationalism in British Letters, 1790-1830"

Directors: Frances Ferguson and Jerome Christensen

PROFESSIONAL POSITIONS
At University of Illinois at Chicago:

Professor, Department of English, 2007-present. Undergraduate courses in British Romantic Literature, British Literature from the Eighteenth Century to the Present, Critical Theory, Shakespeare.  Graduate Courses in British Romantic Literature and Culture, History of the Novel, Aesthetics, Critical Theory

Associate Professor, Department of English, 2002-2007  

Assistant Professor, Department of English, 1996-2002
Administrative Positions at University of Illinois at Chicago: 
Director, Institute for the Humanities, 2017-present

Head, Department of English, 2007-2012

Director of Graduate Studies, 2005-2007

Associate Director of Graduate Studies, 2004-2005
Co-organizer, Forum for Research on Law, Politics, and the Humanities, 2004-2012
At University of Chicago:
Visiting Scholar, Department of English, University of Chicago (Fall 2004).  Graduate Course on “Romantic Progress”

At The Johns Hopkins University:

Graduate Student and Teaching Fellow. Undergraduate courses in Composition, British Literature, Shakespeare, World Literature. (1991-1996)

PUBLICATIONS
Books and Edited volumes:
The Political Theory of the Romantic Novel (Manuscript in progress).

The Fate of Progress in British Romanticism (Oxford University Press, 2022). 
Romanticism and Systems (journal issue), editor, with volume introduction, Romanticism on the Net, (Spring, 2016).
British Romanticism: Criticism and Debates, editor, with volume and section introductions (Routledge, 2015).
Justice, Dissent, and the Sublime (Johns Hopkins University Press, 2012). 

First two chapters translated into Chinese in The Reader of Aesthetic Justice, edited by He Lei (China Social Sciences Press, 2023).

The Shadow of Death: Romanticism, Literature, and the Subject of Punishment. (Princeton University Press, 2007).

PRIVATE 
Religion, Toleration, and British Writing, 1790-1830 (Cambridge University Press, 2002).  
Articles and Book Chapters:
“Hazlitt’s Progressivism,” in Persuasion after Rhetoric, ed. Yasmin Solomonescu and Stefan Uhlig (Oxford University Press, forthcoming)

“Joseph Priestley’s Romantic Progressivism,” in Imagining Religious Toleration, ed. Alison Conway (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2019).
“Satire,” in Byron in Context, ed. Clara Tuite (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2019).
“Dreadful Forms: The Romantic Ballad and the Death Penalty,” in Death Sentences: Literary Language and State Killing, ed. Birte Christ and Ève Morisi (Oxford: Legenda, 2019).  

“Coleridge and Lyric Progressivism,” The Wordsworth Circle 47 (2016): 23-27.

“Race, Writing, and Don Juan,”Studies in Romanticism 54.3 (2015): 303-28.
“Utility, Retribution, and Caleb Williams,” in Romanticism: Criticism and Debates, ed. Mark Canuel (Routledge, 2015).
“Historicism, Formalism, and ‘Tintern Abbey,’” European Romantic Review, 23 (2012): 363-71. 

“Wollstonecraft and World Improvement,” The Wordsworth Circle 41 (2010): 139-142.
“Bentham, Utility, and the Romantic Imagination,” in Jeremy Bentham: Selected Writings, ed. Stephen Engelmann (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2010), 500-519.
“Romantic Fear,” Romantic Circles,Praxis Series on “Romanticism, Secularism, and Cosmopolitanism,” ed. Colin Jager, 2008.  33 pars. (http://www.rc.umd.edu/praxis/secularism/canuel/canuel.html)
“Doing Justice in Aesthetics,” Representations 93 (Summer 2006): 76-104.

“Jane Austen and the Importance of Being Wrong,” Studies in Romanticism 44 (Summer 2005): 123-150.

“Coleridge, Shelley, and the Aesthetics of Correction,” The Wordsworth Circle 33 (Fall 2002): 7-10.

“Coleridge’s Polemic Divinity,” ELH 68 (Winter 2001): 929-963.

“Acts, Rules, and The Last Man,” Nineteenth-Century Literature 53 (September, 1998): 147-170.

“Holy Hypocrisy and the Government of Belief: Religion and Nationalism in the Gothic,” Studies in Romanticism 34 (Winter 1995): 507-530.

Reviews and Review Essays:
Carmen Faye Mathes, Poetic Form and Romantic Provocation, Keats-Shelley Journal, forthcoming.
Kathryn D. Temple, Loving Justice: Legal Emotions in William Blackstone’s England, Eighteenth-Century Fiction 33 (2021): 483-86.
Frederick Burwick, A History of Romantic Literature, The Coleridge Bulletin 55 (2020): 73-76.
John Bugg, Five Long Winters: The Trials of British Romanticism, Studies in Romanticism 55.1 (2015): 119-23.
Jasper Cragwall, Lake Methodism: Polite Literature and Popular Religion in England, 1780-1830, Nineteenth Century Literature 70.2 (2015): 270-74. 
John Cyril Barton, Literary Executions: Capital Punishment and American Culture, 1820-1925, Review19 (www.nbol-19.org) posted January 21, 2015: 9 pars. 
Sheila A. Spector, ed. Romanticism/Judaica: A Convergence of Cultures, British Association for Romantic Studies Bulletin and Review  39.1 (2011): 27-28. 

Sara Guyer, Romanticism after Auschwitz.  symploke 18 (2010): 421-23.
Sally West, Coleridge and Shelley: Textual Engagement, Keats-Shelley Journal, 58 (2009): 178. 

Leon Chai, Romantic Theory, symploke 16 (2008):335-38.
“Romanticism, Religion, Secularization,”  Review essay of Daniel E. White, Early Romanticism and Religious Dissent, and Colin Jager, The Book of God: Secularization and Design in the Romantic Era, Eighteenth-Century Life 33 (Fall, 2009): 150-55.

“Romanticism, Historicism, and the Sciences of Life.”  Review essay of Allan Conrad Christensen, Nineteenth-Century Narratives of Contagion: ‘Our Feverish 

Contract’, and Sharon Ruston, Shelley and Vitality, European Romantic Review 19 (2008): 71-76. 
Cian Duffy, Shelley and the Revolutionary Sublime, symploke 15 (2007): 392-94. 
Ina Ferris, The National Tale and the Question of Ireland,  International History Review 26 (2004): 38-40.

Martin Priestman, Romantic Atheism, Modern Philology 100 (November 2002): 301-4.

Richard Cronin, The Politics of Romantic Poetry: In Search of the Pure Commonwealth.  Romantic Circles Reviews 4.3 (2001): 11 pars.  

William Jewett, Fatal Autonomy, Modern Philology 98(August 2000): 103-107.

Robert Griffin, Wordsworth's Pope, Prose Studies 20(December 1997): 110-13.

Encyclopedia Entries:

“Enlightenment,” in The Bloomsbury Handbook to Literary and Cultural Theory, ed. Jeffrey R. Di Leo (London: Bloomsbury, 2019). 

“Immanuel Kant,” in The Bloomsbury Handbook to Literary and Cultural Theory, ed. Jeffrey R. Di Leo (London: Bloomsbury, 2019). 

“Philosophy, Politics, and Religion,” Blackwell Encyclopedia of Romantic Prose (London: Basil Blackwell, 2011).
"Caleb Williams," in The Encyclopedia of the Novel (Chicago: Fitzroy Dearborn, 1998).

"The Canon," in The Encyclopedia of the Novel (Chicago: Fitzroy Dearborn, 1998).

INVITED ADDRESSES, LECTURES, AND PANEL PRESENTATIONS

“Carmen Faye Mathes’s Poetic Form and Romantic Provocation,” First Book Panel, North American Society for the Study of Romanticism/British Society for the Study of Romanticism, Liverpool, UK, August 2022.

“Romantic Progressivism” (four lectures), Northeast Normal University (China), October-December 2020. On Zoom.


“Neighborhood Checkin: Higher Education,” Chicago Humanities Festival, Septermber 2020.  On Zoom. 


“What’s Visionary About Romantism? Looking Back, Looking Forward,” North American Society for the Study of Romanticism Conference, August 2020, panelist. Cancelled due to COVID-19. 


“Engaged Humanities: Notes on a Movement,” Missouri Southern University, Feb 2020.

“Byron on Speed,” Don Juan at 200 conference, DePaul University, October 2019.


“Hazlitt, Progress, and the Arts,” Persuasion After Rhetoric Symposium (paper submitted, not presented), Notre Dame University, March 2019.

“Mediating Frankenstein,” Caxton Club, Chicago, February 2019.


“Romantic Uprisings,” invited panel organizer, MLA Conference, Chicago, January 2019.

“Frankenstein and the Progress of Civilizations,” Keynote at Frankenstein: Then, Now, Next, University of Toronto, October 2018.

“Lyric Progressivism,” Department of English, Johns Hopkins University, April 2017.


“Emma and the Quandaries of Pleasure,” British Association for Romantic Studies, York, UK, August, 2018.

Review of Daniel Stout’s Corporate Romanticism, Panel on new books of 2017, North American Society for the Study of Romanticism, Ottawa, August, 2017.

“Joseph Priestley’s Romantic Progressivism,” “Imagining Toleration” Symposium, University of Western Ontario, April, 2017.

“Lyric Progressivism,” “Modernities” Summer Seminar, School of Literatures, Cultural Studies, and Linguistics, University of Illinois at Chicago, May 2016.

“Coleridge, Dissent, and Lyric Progressivism,” Wordsworth-Coleridge Association Panel, MLA Convention, January 2016.

“Hope, Progress, and The Prelude,” Seminar at North American Society for the Study of Romanticism, August 2015.

“Toward a Political Theory of the Romantic Novel,” Robert Penn Warren Center, Vanderbilt University, April 2014.


“Shelley’s Light,” Department of English, University of Tennessee, February 2014. 

Invited panel moderator and organizer, MLA Convention NASSR panel, “Romanticism and Systems,” January 2014. 


“Romanticism’s Imperfect Perfectionism,” Department of English, Brigham Young University, November 2013.

“Shelley’s Light,” Department of English, University of Utah, November 2013.


“Romanticism’s Imperfect Perfectionism,” Department of English, University of Illinois at Chicago, September 2013.


“Charlotte Smith, Toleration, and the Novel’s Progress,” Keats-Shelley Association Panel at the MLA Convention, convened by Jasper Cragwall, Seattle, December 2011. 


Panel with Marjorie Levinson on “Historicism,” North American Society for the Study of Romanticism Conference, Park City, UT, August 2011.


“Strange Familiars: ‘The Nightingale,’” MLA Convention Romanticism panel, Chicago, December 2008.

“Biopolitics and the Romantic Sublime,” Columbia University Society of Fellows in the Humanities, Columbia University, New York, March 2008.


“Romanticism and Capitalism,” Northwestern University, Chicago, February, 2008.


“Bentham’s Romanticism,” Law and Society Conference, Berlin, Germany, July 2007.


“Beautiful People,” Eighteenth- and Nineteenth-Century Cultures Workshop, University of Chicago, October 2003.

SELECTED CONFERENCE PAPERS AND PANELS

“Change, Narration, and the Jacobin Novel,” North American Society for the Study of Romanticism, August, 2022.

“Hazlitt’s Progressivism,” North American Society for the Study of Romanticism, August 2019.

“Erasmus Darwin’s Perfectionism,” North American Society for the Study of Romanticism, Providence, RI, June 2018.

“Romantic Personification Reconsidered,” panel organizer, MLA Conference, New York City, January, 2018.

“Radcliffe and the Greatest Happiness Principle,” North American Society for the Study of Romanticism, Ottawa, August, 2017.

“British Romanticism and the Fate of Progress,” Institute for the Humanities, University of Illinois at Chicago, April 2017.

“Priestley, Barbauld, and Political Progressivism,” ASECS Conference, Minneapolis, MN, April, 2017.

“Barbauld and the Problem of Cultural Progressivism,” panel convened by Alex Dick, NASSR Conference, August, 2016. 

“Romantic Sovereignty,” panel organizer, MLA Convention, Austin, TX, January, 2016.

“Romantic Antipathies” panel organizer, MLA Convention, Vancouver, BC, January 2015.

“Frankenstein and the Progress of Civilizations,” NASSR Supernumerary Conference, Tokyo, Japan, June 2014.

“The Progress of Liberty and the Progress of Poetry,” North American Society for the Study of Romanticism, Boston, MA, August 2013.

“The Politics of Refinement and the Progress of Poetry,” North American Society for the Study of Romanticism, Neuchatel, Switzerland, August 2012.

“The Poet’s Progress, or Wordsworth’s Unconcern,” North American Society for the Study of Romanticism, Vancouver, August 2010.

“The Poet’s Progress, or Keats’s Scrutiny,” MLA Convention, Philadelphia, December 2009.

“Wollstonecraft and World Improvement,” International Conference on Romanticism, New York City, November 2009.

“Romanticism and the Problem of Utility,” North American Society for the Study of Romanticism, Durham, NC, May 2009.

“Politics of Possibility,” MLA Convention, Chicago, December 2007.

“The Two Abolitions: Slavery, the Death Penalty, and Romantic Liberalism,” MLA Convention, Philadelphia,December 2005.


“On Whiteness in Don Juan,” North American Society for the Study of Romanticism, Montreal, Quebec, August 2005.


“Slavery, the Death Penalty, and Equiano’s Interesting Narrative,” MLA Convention, Washington, DC, December 2004.


“Beautiful People,” North American Society for the Study of Romanticism, New York City, July, 2003. 


“Bentham and the Rule of Belief,” American Political Science Association, Boston, September 2002.


“Shelley and the Aesthetics of Correction,” North American Society for the Study of Romanticism, Tempe, Arizona, August, 2000.


“Aesthetics, Imagination, and the Romantic Scene of Punishment,” American Conference on Romanticism, Bloomington, Indiana, November, 1999.


“Keats, Sectarianism, and the Art of Obsolescence,” North American Society for the Study of Romanticism, Conference, Halifax, Nova Scotia, August, 1999.


Panelist, with A.N. Wilson, on “Extension 720,” WGN 720 AM, 28 June 1999.


"Romanticism, Wordsworth, and the Rule of Belief," Institute for the Humanities, University of Illinois at Chicago, February, 1999.


"Wordsworth and the Ambiguity of Belief," American Conference on Romanticism, University of California, Santa Barbara, October, 1998.


"The Economy of Belief in the Regional Novel: Edgeworth and Morgan," North American Society for the Study of Romanticism/British Association for Romantic Studies Conference, Strawberry Hill, England, July, 1998.


"The Cultivation of Dissent," American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies Conference, April, 1998.


"Coleridge and the State of Sedition," North American Society for the Study of Romanticism Conference, Hamilton, ONT, October, 1997.



"Eighteenth-Century Urban Radicals and the Confessional State," Midwest American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies Conference, Chicago, IL, October, 1997.



"On Capital Punishment and the Theater of the Body: Burke and Shelley," North American Society for the Study of Romanticism Conference, Boston, MA, November, 1996.


"Imperium in Imperio: The Confessional State and the British Romantic Imagination," University of Illinois at Chicago, January, 1996.


"Thomas Campbell and the Englishing of Scottish Bards," MLA Convention, Chicago, IL, December, 1995.


"Cain and the End of Civil Society," North American Society for the Study of Romanticism Conference, University of Maryland--Baltimore County, July 1995.


"The Empire in Ruins: Byron's Pilgrimage to the Orient," National Graduate Student Romanticism Conference, Cornell University, April 1995.


"The Edgeworths and the Interests of Education," North American Society for the Study of Romanticism Conference, Duke University, November 1994.


"Edgeworth's Conversions: From Irish Tale to British Fiction," Johns Hopkins University Journal Club, October 1994.


"Edgeworth's Conversions: From Irish Tale to British Fiction," Interdisciplinary Nineteenth-Century Studies Conference, College of William and Mary, April 1994.

HONORS, GRANTS, FELLOWSHIPS, AND AWARDS
University of Illinois Presidential Grant to Expand the Impact of the Arts and the Humanities, for Multiethnic Digital Humanities Initiative, in collaboration with UIC Library, 2021-22.

Mellon Foundation Engaged Humanities Grant, 2019-21.  Co-writer and Direct Report. 
University of Illinois Presidential Grant to Celebrate the Impact of the Arts and the Humanities, for Digital Humanities Initiative, in collaboration with UIC Library, 2019-20.

Keats-Shelley Association of America, Keats-Shelley Essay Prize, for “Race, Writing, and Don Juan,” January 2017.

Institute for the Humanities Faculty Fellowship, University of Illinois at Chicago, 2016-17. 

Silver Circle Teaching Award, University of Illinois at Chicago, Spring, 2015.
Michael J. Connell Foundation Fellow, Huntington Library, San Marino, CA, February-April 2003.

Institute for the Humanities Faculty Fellowship, University of Illinois at Chicago, 1998-99.

Dean's Teaching Fellowship, Johns Hopkins University, Spring 1994.

Johns Hopkins University Fellowships, 1990-1993.

Phi Beta Kappa, Williams College, 1988.

ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Administrative Positions, UIC Department of English: 
Department Head, 2007-12.
Director of Graduate Studies, 2004-2007.

Associate Director of Graduate Studies, 2002-2004.
UIC University Committees:
COVID Faculty Research Relief Committee (2022-23)

Co-Chair, Vice Chancellor for Research Committee for Creative Activity Awards, Spring 2019, Spring 2022.
UIC Institute for the Humanities, Executive Committee, 2004-2007; 2013-15.
UIC Chancellor’s Committee on Gay, Lesbian, and Transgender Issues, 2004-2005.

UIC Newberry Library Committee, 2002-2004.

UIC Faculty Senate, 1999-2002.

UIC English Department Committees:

Steering Committee, 2016-22
Graduate Committee, 1999-2007; 2014-15.
Teaching Committee, 1997-99.

Outside UIC:

Seminar member, Tristram Wolff, Northwestern University, October 2020. 

North American Society for the Study of Romanticism, Executive Committee Ex-Officio member, 2019.

North American Society for the Study of Romanticism, Conference Co-organizer, 2019.

MLA Division Executive Committee—The Romantic Period, 2013-18

Reader/Reviewer for: 

Books: Basil Blackwell (book ms, 2007), Broadview Press (Romanticism textbook, 2011), Ohio State University Press *book ms, 2019), Palgrave (book ms, 2010, 2022), Routledge (book ms, 2007), University of Pennsylvania Press (book mss, 2012, 2013, 2016). 

Articles: Modern Philology (2009, 2010, 2014), European Romantic Review (2009, 2012, 2015). 

Fellowships: SSHRC (Social Science and Humanities Research Council--Canada, proposal reviewer, 2010, 2012).

Promotion and Tenure: Binghamton University, Oklahoma State University, Roosevelt University, Rutgers University, San Francisco State University, University of Toronto,  University of Utah, University of West Virginia.
